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	Student Surname
	
	Student No
	

	First Names
	
	Title
	

	Postal Address
	

	Tel (W)
	Tel (H)
	Cell
	Fax
	e-Mail

	
	
	
	
	

	Title of Dissertation/Thesis
	

	Brief Synopsis of the Research  
	(Not more than 150 words)


	Supervisor / Promoter
	
	Title
	

	Tel (W)
	Tel (H)
	Cell
	Fax
	e-Mail

	
	
	
	
	

	Co-Supervisor/ Co-Promoter
	
	Title
	

	Tel (W)
	Tel (H)
	Cell
	Fax
	e-Mail

	
	
	
	
	


	Section A:  Budget                                     (Motivate below – see PG Guidelines)

	1.
	Consumable Details

(Motivate)
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	R

	2.
	Outside Specialist Services (Motivate)
	
	

	
	
	
	R

	3.
	Books/Journal/Documents
	
	

	
	
	
	R

	4.
	Library Charges
	
	

	
	
	
	R

	5.
	Equipment

(Motivate)
	
	

	
	
	
	R

	6.
	Travel Costs

(Motivate)
	
	

	
	
	
	R

	7.
	Other
(Motivate)
	
	

	
	
	
	R

	
	TOTAL
	
	R


	Section B: To be typed in Arial 12-point font in one and half line spacing (expand sections to fit contents, but keep within the specified maximum lengths)

	1.  Field of Research and Provisional Title 

	Provide the field of research and the provisional title of the research project, with a brief description, if the title is not self-explanatory.

	2.  Context of the Research

	This section provides the general information regarding the research that will be undertaken and should make it clear why the problem is worth addressing.  It sketches the background and, where appropriate, should provide a brief theoretical framework within which the problem is to be addressed. (Maximum length: 250 words)

	3.  Research Problem and Aims

	This section should either set out the specific question(s) to which the student hopes to find an answer, or the research problems which are to be solved or state any hypotheses to be tested. In the case of open-ended topics in the Humanities, outline the subject/area/field to be critically investigated.  It should indicate clearly what the research intends to achieve and the intended products of the research. (Maximum length: 150 words)

	4.  Literature Review

	This section includes a brief review of the main, seminal literature sources (mainly scholarly journals, but text books, media articles, Internet and other sources can be used).  Use the Harvard Method of referencing.  Show clearly how the literature is linked to your topic, the problem statement and the research objectives.  (A maximum of 500 words).


	5.  Research Methodology

	In this section the student is advised to state the research paradigm; qualitative/quantitative or both. The research approach/strategy will also need to be stated.

e.g. Qualitative: Action research, developmental research, case study research, ethnographic research, grounded theory research etc.

Quantitative: Mathematical, modelling and simulation, experimenting, testing etc.

 (Maximum length: 200 words)

	6.  Plan of Research  Activities

	Provide a summarised work plan for each year of the project giving information for each research activity per year, under the following headings:

Activity

Timeframes (target dates for the duration of the project)

	7.  Structure of Dissertation / Thesis Chapters

	Briefly state the proposed content of each chapter in one clear sentence per chapter.

	8.  Potential Outputs

	· Provide details on envisaged measurable outputs (e.g. publications, patents, students, etc.);

· Expected national and/or international acclaim for the research and contribution of research outputs to building the knowledge base;

· Exploitability of outputs, e.g. applicability to community development, improved products, processes, services in SA, region and/or continent;

· Expected effects of research results.

	9.  Key References

	List a maximum of 20 key references which you have cited in the above sections using a consistent style of referencing, such as the Harvard referencing style (IEEE for Engineering students).


	Section C:  Ethics

Note:  Ethics requirements are faculty specific.  Kindly ensure that you are aware of and have complied with the relevant ethics requirements.


	Tick as appropriate:

	Humans
	Organisations
	Animals
	Environment

	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No

	Indicate Category (X)

	1.
	Exempt from Ethics and Biosafety Research Committee Review (straightforward research without ethical problems)
	

	2.
	Expedited review (minimal risk to humans, animals or environment)
	

	3.
	Full Ethics and Biosafety Research Committee review recommended (possible risk to humans, animals, environment, or a sensitive research area)
	

	4.
	Full Ethics and Biosafety Research Committee review required (risk to humans, animals, environment, or a sensitive research area)
	

	

	Attach Addendums (if any)


	Please initial alongside if the project is to be registered as secret
	


	Guidelines for the Preparation of a Research Proposal

	(To be read in conjunction with the Postgraduate Student Guidelines)

	Please ensure that you have completed, in every respect, all of the following prior to submission of your Research Proposal.  Students are advised to use the electronic version of the PG 4 form which is available from the DUT website or from the Faculty Officer.

Please complete ALL SECTIONS, using Arial 12-point font, one and half line spacing in MS Word.  Where sections are not applicable please adapt the form accordingly.

1. Proof-read your hard copy, ensure correct referencing, edit rigorously and then submit to your Supervisor(s).

2. Number all pages and show correct author source references both in the text proper and in the References at the end using the Harvard referencing method (IEEE for Engineering students).
3. Complete the Ethics Section, the Work Plan and the Budget correctly in every respect and again engage in a thorough spell check prior to submission to your Supervisor/Co- Supervisor(s)/ Promoter/Co-Promoter(s). 

4. Please note carefully the closing dates, as outlined in the Academic Calendar, contained in the Rule Book for Students, the registration dates as well the expected duration for the completion of the project.

5. It is imperative that you adhere to your specified guidelines for completion of your research and institutional/faculty deadlines as published on the DUT website.


	DECLARATIONS

	Student Declaration

	I, the undersigned, certify that:

· I am familiar with the rules regulating higher qualifications at Durban University of Technology, and understand the seriousness with which DUT will deal with violations of ethical practice in my research.

· where I have used the work of others this has been correctly referenced in the proposal and again referenced in the bibliography.  Any research of a similar nature that has been used in the development of my research project is also referenced.
· this project has not been submitted to any other educational institution for the purpose of a qualification.

· all subsidy-earning outputs (artefacts and publications) from postgraduate studies will be in accordance with the Intellectual Property Policy of Durban University of Technology.

· where patents are developed under the supervision of the Durban University of Technology involving institutional expenditure, such patents will be regarded as joint property entitling the Durban University of Technology to its share, subject to the Durban University of Technology’s policy on the Management and Commercialisation of Intellectual Property. 

· I understand that I am expected to publish an article based on my research results.

· I understand that plagiarism is wrong, and incurs severe penalties.

I HEREBY DECLARE THAT THE ABOVE FACTS ARE CORRECT.



	Signed: ___________________________Date:  ________________________

(Student)

(Student )


	Supervisor/Promoter Declaration

	(a) I approve the student’s provisional title of research project.
(b) I acknowledge that the topic is researchable and the student has the potential to complete the dissertation in the suggested time frame allowed.

(c) I am satisfied with and approve the research proposal;
(d) *I approve of the Co-Supervisor(s)/Co-Promoter(s) proposed by the HoD and student.

(e) I have checked that the student has complied with all the instructions outlined in the Postgraduate Student Guidelines and those appended to the Research Proposal and confirm that the Research Proposal is ready for submission to the FRC.
(f) I accept responsibility to advise and guide the student.

(g) I accept the appointment of Supervisor/Promoter.

*delete and sign alongside if not applicable

Signed: ___________________________Date:  ________________________

(Supervisor/Promoter)


	Head of Department Declaration

	I,   ____________________________________________ (Full name of Head of Department) have read the research proposal and I hereby submit to FRC for approval. 

Signed: ___________________________Date: ________________________

(HoD)

	The abovementioned proposal (including the ethical considerations) has been considered and approved by the Faculty Research Committee.

Signed: ___________________________Date:  ________________________

(Chairperson:  Faculty Research Committee)

	Date of Approval by FRC
	

	Routing

Date:
	Student
	
	Supervisor/ Promoter
	
	HoD
	
	FRC
	
	HDC
	


The checklist below (Checklist and Evaluation of Research Proposal) must be completed and signed by the departmental reviewer(s) and HoD before the proposal is approved by the FRC.
	Checklist and Evaluation of Research Proposal
of Dissertation / Thesis Proposal



	Reviewer / Review Panel Chair
	
	Title
	

	Tel (W)
	Tel (H)
	Cell
	Fax
	e-Mail

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Yes
	No
	Un-

clear
	Comment

	1.
	Research Topic
	
	
	
	

	1.1
	Is the research problem/question clearly stated?
	
	
	
	

	1.2
	Is the problem/question researchable?
	
	
	
	

	1.3
	Is the topic relevant?
	
	
	
	

	1.4
	Is the scope appropriate for the qualification? 
	
	
	
	

	1.5
	Is the research appropriately delimited?
	
	
	
	

	1.6
	Are the research aims clear?
	
	
	
	

	1.7
	Are the assumptions stated (if any)?
	
	
	
	

	1.8
	Is the terminology adequately defined?
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Literature 
	
	
	
	

	2.1
	Is the literature relevant to the problem?
	
	
	
	

	2.2
	Has an adequate conceptual framework been developed?
	
	
	
	

	2.3
	Is the literature current?
	
	
	
	

	2.4
	Has the relationship between the research topic and previous research been outlined?
	
	
	
	

	2.5
	Are textual referencing and bibliographic citation correct and consistent?
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Methodology 
	
	
	
	

	3.1
	Does the research design address the research problems/questions?
	
	
	
	

	3.2
	Are the data collection/production methods appropriate?
	
	
	
	

	3.3
	Are the data analysis methods appropriate?
	
	
	
	

	3.4
	Have ethical considerations been addressed? 1
	
	
	
	

	4.
	General 
	
	
	
	

	4.1
	Is the proposal generally free of language/typographical errors?
	
	
	
	

	4.2
	Is the proposal generally free of plagiarism? 2
	
	
	
	

	4.3
	Is the research manageable in terms of timeframe?
	
	
	
	

	4.4
	Is the budget allocated realistic?
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Funding 
	
	
	
	

	5.1
	Is the proposal financially viable?
	
	
	
	


1 Indicate whether ethical clearance through a research ethics committee is required. 

2 In the case of plagiarism, the proposal should be returned to the candidate with a warning. The candidate will need to re-submit (see Policy on Plagiarism).

	Recommendations
	


Signed: __________________________Date: _______________________   

(Reviewer)

Signed: __________________________Date: _______________________   

(HoD)
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